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ARTICLE IV. BUDGET 

Sec. 4.01. Fiscal year: Budget year: Accounting year. 

The fiscal year of the City government shall begin on the first day of October and shall end on the last day of 
September of each calendar year. The fiscal year shall constitute the budget and the accounting year.  

Sec. 4.02. Preparation and submission of budget. 

Prior to the 1st day of August in each year, the City Manager shall prepare, file with the City Secretary, and 
furnish to each member of the Council a carefully itemized budget outlining anticipated receipts and proposed 
expenditures of the City, showing as definitely as possible appropriations desired for each project and the 
operation for the next succeeding fiscal year, comparing the same with the budget of the then current fiscal year, 
and stating the estimated receipts and expenditures of the current year. Concurrently with the submission of an 
operating budget, the City Manager shall prepare and present a capital projects budget outlining all proposed 
capital projects and sources of funding for a period of at least three years. The City Manager shall also outline all 
debt service payments and sources of funding. Each employee, officer, board and department shall furnish the City 
Manager such information as may be required by the City Manager for the proper preparation of each budget. The 
proposed budget shall contain an estimate of the rate of tax required for the then current calendar year.  

(Amd. no. 10, 1-15-1983; amd. nos. 11, 12, 28, 1-21-1989; amd. no. 8, 5-1-1999; Ord. No. 3240, Exh. A, 8-20-2013; 
Ord. No. 3252, Exh. A, 11-19-2013) 

Sec. 4.03. Budget form. 

At the head of the budget there shall appear a summary of the budget in such a manner as to present to 
taxpayers a simple and clear summary of the detailed estimates of the budget. The City Manager shall at the same 
time submit a budget message explaining the need of the requested appropriations and stating what pending 
capital projects, if any, will likely require the issuance of bonds or warrants.  

(Amd. no. 14, 5-9-2009) 

Sec. 4.04. Budget a public record. 

The budget and budget message and all supporting schedules shall be a public record in the office of the City 
Secretary open to public inspection by anyone.  

Sec. 4.05. Publication and notice of public hearing. 

The budget shall be filed with the City Secretary before the 30th day before the City establishes and sets its 
tax rate. The City Council shall call and hold a public hearing on the budget after the 25th day after the budget is 
filed with the City Secretary. Notice of the public hearing shall be published at least one time in a newspaper of 
general circulation not earlier than thirty (30) days nor later than ten (10) days before the date of the public 
hearing.  

(Amd. no. 5, 4-20-1968; amd. no. 2, 5-1-1999) 
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Sec. 4.06. Hearing and adoption of budget. 

At the time advertised or at any time to which public hearing shall be adjourned, the Council shall hold a 
public hearing on the budget as submitted, at which all interested persons shall be given an opportunity to be 
heard for or against the estimates or any item therein. After the conclusion of such public hearing, the Council may 
make such changes, if any, in the budget as in their judgment the law warrants and the best interests of the 
taxpayers of the City demand. The budget, as amended, if there be changes, shall then be adopted by Ordinance 
which shall also fix the tax rate per $100.00 assessed value which shall apply to the current tax year. The City 
Manager shall file a copy of the budget with the County Clerk of Dallas County and with the Comptroller of the 
State of Texas.  

Sec. 4.07. Budget establishes appropriations and amount to be raised by ad valorem taxation. 

The budget shall state the amount of money to be raised by ad valorem taxation.  

(Amd. nos. 13, 14, 1-21-1989) 

Sec. 4.08. Unallocated reserve fund. 

When recommended by the City Manager and in the discretion of the Council, the budget may contain a 
reasonable sum set aside as an unallocated reserve fund to meet unexpected and unforeseen contingencies in 
current operating costs of any budget project.  

Sec. 4.09. Amendment and supplemental budgets. 

In case of grave public necessity, emergency expenditures to meet unusual and unforeseen conditions which 
could not, by reasonable diligent thought and attention, have been included in the original budget may from time 
to time be authorized, upon the affirmative vote of a majority of a quorum of the Council, as amendments or 
supplements to the original budget. Such supplements and amendments shall be approved in an Ordinance and 
shall be filed with the original budget.  

(Amd. no. 10, 1-15-1983) 

Sec. 4.10. Defect shall not invalidate tax levy. 

Defects in the form or preparation of the budget or the failure to perform any procedural requirement shall 
not invalidate any tax levy or the tax roll.  

Sec. 4.11. Budget establishes appropriations; transfer of unencumbered appropriations. 

Amounts set forth in the budget as approved expenditures shall be appropriated to the objects and purposes 
identified therein. The City Council may authorize the City Manager to transfer unencumbered appropriations 
within a department to an extent identified by the Council in its grant of such authorization. The Council, by 
ordinance, may amend the budget by transferring any unencumbered amounts within any fund of the City.  

(Amd. no. 14, 1-21-1989) 

 


