Speed Limits on Farmers Branch

Roadways
May 15, 2018



State Law
Prima Facie Speed Limits

Sec. 545.352. PRIMA FACIE SPEED LIMITS. (a) A
speed 1n excess of the limits established by
Subsection (b) or under another provision of
this subchapter is prima facie evidence that
the speed 1s not reasonable and prudent and
that the speed 1s unlawful.

(b) Unless a special hazard exists that
requires a slower speed for compliance with
Section H45.551(b), the following speeds are
lawful:

(1) 30 miles per hour in an urban district on
a street other than an alley and 15 miles per
hour 1n an alley.



http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/GetStatute.aspx?Code=TN&Value=545.351

What Authority a Municipality has to
regulate Speed limits.

Sec. 545.356. AUTHORITY OF MUNICIPALITY TO ALTER SPEED
LIMITS. (a) The governing body of a municipality, for
a highway or part of a highway in the municipality,
including a highway of the state highway system, has
the same authority to alter by ordinance prima facie
speed limits from the results of an engineering and
traffic investigation as the Texas Transportation
Commission on an officially designated or marked
highway of the state highway system. The governing
body of a municipality may not modify the rule
established by Section 545.:51 (a) or establish a speed
limit of more than 75 miles per hour.



http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/GetStatute.aspx?Code=TN&Value=545.351

What are they now?

Austell Parkway From Valley View Lane to Maydelle Lane

ooks Creek Place
Dallas Parkway, southbound lanes Entire length inside the city limits 40

From the north city limit line to the south city limit

Denton Drive g
line

35

Heritage Circle

From the north city limits line to the south city limits

Interstate Highway 35 E line

55
From the north city limits line to the south city limits

Interstate Highway 35, east service road line

35
From the north city limits line to the south city limits

Interstate Highway 35, west service road line

35

From the east city limits line to the west city limits

Interstate Highway 635 line

55

Interstate Highway 635, north and south service
oads

Inwood Road From the south city llmlts[irl]l:e to the north city limits 40

From Heartside Place to Old North Road 20

From the south city limits line to the north city limits
osey Lane line 35

From Luna Road to the east city limits line 45



What are they now? (Cont.

una Road From the south right-of-way line of Royal Lane to
the north right-of-way line of Valley View Lane
una Road From the north right-of-way line of Valley View Lane 45
to the north right-of-way line of Keenan Bridge Road
From the south city llmltS' line to the north city limits 35
line
aybrook Drive From Webb Chapel Road to Medical Center Drive 20
aydelle Lane From Josey Lane to Austell Parkway 20
edical Center Drive From Webb Chapel Road to dead end 20
idway Road From Interstate Highway 635 to Spring Valley Road 35
illwood Drive From Josey Lane to Farmers Branch Lane 20
Old North Road From Heartside Drive to Webb Chapel Road 20
Rawhide Drive From Valley View Lane to William Dodson Parkway 20
Roval Lane From the east right-of-way line of Chicago, Rock 35
Y Island & Pacific Railroad to Luna Road
From Luna Road to the west city limits line 40
Spring Valley Lane Entire Length 20
Shoredale Lane From Hollandale Lane to Fyke Road 20
: From the centerline of Dallas Parkway to the east
Spring Valley Road right-of-way line of Midway Road g2
: From the centerline of Brookhaven Club Drive to the
anglewood Drive - 20
west curbline of Marsh Lane




Final Speed Limits

eronica Road

ebb Chapel

From the west city limits line at the Elm Fork of
the Trinity River to the Chicago, Rock Island &
Pacific Railroad tracks

From the Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific Railroad to
the east city limits line

From Josey Lane to the Chicago, Rock Island &
Pacific Railroad

From Josey Lane to IH35E north bound service road.

From the Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific Railroad to
west city limits line

From Webb Chapel to Maydelle Lane

From the north city limits line to the south city
limits line

35

35

30

40

20

35




When did these limits get set?

» (Ord. No. 823, § 1, 10-6-1969; Ord. No. 1206, 9-5-1978; Ord.
No. 1210, § 2, 9-18-1978; Ord. No. 1213, §8 1, 11-6-1978; Ord.
No. 1221, § 1, 11-20-1978; Ord. No. 1312, § 1, 8-4-1980; Ord.
No. 1334, § 1, 11-17-1980; Ord. No. 1339, § 1, 3-9-1981; Ord.
No. 1407, § 1, 10-18-1982; Ord. No. 1481, 12-19-1983; Ord. No.
1546, § 1, 1-7-1985; Ord. No. 1645, § 1, 8-18-1986; Ord. No.
1657, 8 1, 10-6-1986; Ord. No. 1730, § 1, 9-21-1987; Ord. No.
1767, 8 1, 5-2-1988; Ord. No. 1806, § 1, 12-12-1988; Ord. No.
1812, § 1, 2-6-1989; Ord. No. 1897, § 1, 7-23-1990; Ord. No.
1905, § 1, 9-17-1990; Ord. No. 1920, § 1, 1-7-1991; Ord. No.
2068, 8§ 1, 8-16-1993; Ord. No. 2146, 88 1, 3, 11-7-1994; Ord.
No. 2600, §§ 5, 6, 5-7-2001; Ord. No. 2906, § 1, 2-19-2007; Ord.
No. 3375, 81, 6-7-2016)



https://library.municode.com/tx/farmers_branch/ordinances/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=799227

Does Lowering the Speed Limit
Work?

Research from the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) and
multiple university based traffic
institutes say...NO. When 1t does, 1t 1s
insignificant at around 1.5 mph.

Theory: Unless special roadway
circumstances exist, speed limits should
be set based on speed studies which
reflect the 85" percentile speed of the
motoring public.




So what does work?

Traffic Calming Devices:

Road Humps;

Rumble strips;

Speed pillows;

Horizontal narrowing;

Parking on both sides of street.
Other strategies that work:

Enforcement;

Electronic signage;

Portable speed display boards;

public education.




$2,000-54,000 for fixed speed post
$15,000-520,000 portable speed display.




Questions!




