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Trail Master Plan

• Council approved in 2015

• Makes short term (0-5 yr), mid range (5-10 yr), and long term (10+ yr) recommendations

• Guidance document used along with development plans to determine next steps

• What is a trail?

• 12’ wide linear paved surface for walking and biking

• <12’ is a wide sidewalk
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East Side Trails
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• High potential for walkability and trail connection

• Funding challenges for City connections

• Multifamily development needs trails and sidewalks for residents and their pets

• 70% of apartment renters have pets



Blue Lake Development



Bridgeview



Inwood/Landmark: ONCOR Easement



Central Area

• The main residential area of Farmers Branch

• Midway to Denton

• Valwood to 635

• Contains the major spines of trails to date along Valley View and along Rawhide Creek

• Prior sidewalk infill program



Quality of Life Bond: Trails

• Targeting central area

• Enlarging sidewalks from 4’ to 6’

• Connecting unfinished sidewalks – sidewalk 

infill

• Following recommendations of the Trail 

Master Plan



Central Area: Proposed Bond Funded Projects

• Tom Field Rd: VV to Oran Good/Rawhide Park 528

• Bee St: Valley View to Valwood 5,332

• Ford Rd: Historical Park to Christian Pkwy 844

• Squire Pl: Denton to Squire Park 1,320

• FB Creek Leta May to existing Trail (10'-12') 158

• Alpha Rd: Park to Brookhaven College Trail 2,112

• Marsh Ln: Tanglewood to Gardenbrook 844

• Valley View: Bee St to signalized crossing 528

• Amber Ln & Heartside Pl @ Showman Park 1,161

• Valley View Ln: Dennis to Marsh 10,665

• Myra Ln: Webb Chapel to Templeton 3,009

• Squire Pl: Squire Park to Dennis Ln 1,267

• Webb Chapel: Valwood to Oakbrook 3,484

• Valwood Pkwy: Denton to Webb Chapel 5,596

• Templeton Trail: Ratliff Walkway to VV 3,009

• Josey Ln: Valwood to Fyke 3,115

• Longmeade Webb to Rawhide Park 1,425

• Josey Ln: 635 to Rawhide Park 5,702

• Morningstar Ln: Ratcliff Walkway to Ridgeoak 2,640
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Central Area: Ongoing Activities

• Brookhaven Trail East – finalizing design

• Funding agreement with Dallas County

• Marsh Lane pedestrian bridge

• Adding a pedestrian walkway to the east side of the bridge over Farmers Branch Creek

• Funding agreement with Dallas County

• Developed and distributed a Request for Qualifications for engineering services – trail design

• Developed and distributed a Request for Qualifications for engineering services – Midway Road 

crossing

• Evaluating submittals and setting up interviews



Westside Trails:  Overview

• Plan view highlighting segments as originally known



Area 1:  Western Gateway

Challenges

• Veloweb connection to the Campion Trail within City of Irving(City and County)

• I-635 frontage road and Valley View Lane (City and TXDOT)

• Existing Bridge Crossing (Limited width)

• Levee system (Valwood and City)

• Private property owner (ownership change)

• On-going new development (City and Developers)

• Zoning, Design, Permitting, and Construction Phases



Area 1:  Western Gateway



Area 1:  Western Gateway

Campion Trail 
Connection



Area 1:  Western Gateway

Bridge Crossing and 

Gateway



Area 1:  Western Gateway

• Final alignment chosen



Area 2:  Central Connector

Challenges

• Weaves between City of Farmers Branch and City of Dallas (City and County)

• I-635 frontage road (TXDOT)

• Levee and canal system (Valwood)

• Utility Easements

• Major railroad crossing (New Owner transfer - DART)

• On-going new development (City and Developers)

• Zoning, Design, Permitting, and Construction Phases



Area 2:  Central Connector



Area 2:  Central Connector

Levee Crossing

West of Railroad



Area 2:  Central Connector

Levee Crossing West of Railroad



Area 2:  Central Connector

Railroad Crossing



Area 2:  Central Connector

Initial Connections East of Railroad



Area 2:  Central Connector

Alternative Crossing East of Railroad



Area 2:  Central Connector

Alternative Crossing East of Railroad



Area 2:  Central Connector

Existing corridor to be upgraded in width



Area 2:  Central Connector

Other connections 

explored



Area 2:  Central Connector



Area 3a:  I-35 Cross Connection

Challenges

• Weaves between City of Farmers Branch and City of Dallas (City and County)

• I-35 underpass / limited ROW (TXDOT)

• I-35 frontage road / limited ROW (TXDOT)

• 2 unsignalized intersections (City and TXDOT)

• Utility Easements/Surface flow storm water

• Farmers Branch crossing

• Liberty Plaza connection (City)

• Dallas Utility Property

• Private Property Owners



Area 3a:  I-35 Cross Connection



Area 3a:  I-35 Cross Connection

Bridge Option over/under I-35



Area 3a:  I-35 Cross Connection

Underpass Condition



Area 3a:  I-35 Cross Connection



Area 3a:  I-35 Cross Connection



Area 3a:  I-35 Cross Connection

Harry Hines Connection



Area 3a:  I-35 Cross Connection

Frontage Road Conditions



Bridge Discussion

• Pedestrian Bridge requires a TXDOT highway

• Height – requires more vertical clearance than for vehicular overpasses

• 1 ft greater than other grade separated structures, so a minimum of 19.5 ft above all lanes of 

I-35 (Texas Highway Freight Network)

• Span – 30 ft clear zone for urban freeways

• TXDOT approval – depends on party funding the design/construction, but TXDOT design 

review and approval is required.

• Cost

• Landing areas and Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and Texas Accessibility Standards 

(TAS) compliance

• Width: 12’ minimum – Required by Dallas County agreement

• Railing requirements – entirely enclose the walkaway over highway lanes



Area 3a:  I-35 Cross Connection

Farmers Branch at Dallas Utility 

Property



Area 3a:  I-35 Cross Connection



Area 3b:  Station Area Corridor

Challenges

• Weaves between City of Farmers Branch and City of Dallas (City and County)

• Denton Road “Road Diet” / Trail connection south into Dallas

• Farmers Branch crossing / Existing Bridges

• Liberty Plaza connection (City)

• Dallas Utility Property 

• Private Property Owners

• Future Station Area Development / Future Street Design 

• Carrollton trail connections to north



Area 3b:  Station Area Corridor



Area 3b:  Station Area Corridor

Connection to Area 3a at Denton 

Road Taper



Area 3b:  Station Area Corridor

Bridge crossings and Liberty Plaza Connection



Area 3b:  Station Area Corridor

Existing sidewalk conditions in Station Area



Area 3b:  Station Area Corridor

DART Station and Carrollton connections



Area 3b:  Station Area Corridor



Westside Trails:  Next Steps

• Complete H&H study

• Finalize 30% Alignment

• Finalize Opinions of Probably Construction Costs



Westside Trails:  Current Alignment 



Funding

• Dallas County: $1.5M

• Policy Bundle submitted to NCTCOG

• Approved

• Submitted request for 2019 TDC: $4.5M for West Side Art Trail

• Awaiting project funding approval
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