
City of Farmers Branch

Legislation Text

Farmers Branch City Hall
13000 Wm Dodson Pkwy
Farmers Branch, Texas

75234

Presentation of a proclamation recognizing April 23, 2017, through April 29, 2017,  as National
Volunteer’s Week and recognizing Historical Park Volunteers in the City of Farmers Branch.

BACKGROUND:
The Historical Park could not operate without the assistance of its fantastic volunteers.  Our volunteers cover
every demographic:  volunteers from CFB-ISD schools and local businesses, girl scout troops, retired citizens,
even working professionals donate time from their busy careers and families to lend us a hand.   These
volunteers commit their valuable time out of love for our community and history.

Volunteers aid us in every aspect of Park operations; from answering the phones to donning a pair of historic
suspenders or giving a tour, not to mention working behind the scenes on technical jobs with the museum’s
collection.  They also plant seeds, pull weeds, sew, build, teach, and sometimes even dance.  Through their love
and dedication they bring 175 years of history to life and help to preserve what many of them consider to be the
heart of Farmers Branch.

2016 was a banner year for Historical Park volunteering with:

o 4,408.5+ total hours volunteered

o 139 registered volunteers donated time in 2016

o The average volunteer donated 25+ hours of time each

o At $23.07 per hour (the amount recommended by the Independent Sector), that’s over $101,000
in in-kind donations to the Historical Park.

We would like to take the opportunity of National Volunteer Week to thank the many volunteers who donated
thousands of hours of time to the Historical Park in 2016.

National Volunteer Week is April 23-29. “Established in 1974, National Volunteer Week is about inspiring,
recognizing and encouraging people to seek out imaginative ways to engage their communities. It’s about
demonstrating to the nation that by working together, we have the fortitude to meet our challenges and
accomplish our goals.” The volunteers in Farmers Branch have been doing just that for years, but we’d like to
especially thank them this week. If you have a moment to thank any of the volunteers in this room, please do so
on behalf of the Park staff and our Council. (Quote from Points of Light, founded by President George H.W.
Bush, is the world’s largest organization dedicated to volunteer service)
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