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Consider adopting Ordinance No. 3557 calling for a bond election for May 04, 2019, making
provisions for conducting the Election and other provisions relating thereto; and take
appropriate action

BACKGROUND:

At the direction of the City Council, the Library Board conducted multiple visioning meetings to
discuss the future of the Farmers Branch Library - these meetings were in addition to work already
completed by the Council-appointed Citizen Bond Committee, composed of Farmers Branch
residents, studied the needs of the City and made recommendations to City Council. The Committee
evaluated 37 quality of life proposals over nine months and donated more than 2,400 hours of their
time to evaluate various projects, including the Library. The Library visioning meetings occurred on
November 26 at the Library, December 18 at the Recreation Center, January 26 at the Recreation
Center, and February 4 at The Branch Connection. These visioning meetings drove the development
of a request for qualifications (RFQ) to bring the information gathered at the visioning meetings to life
and the City received four qualified responses to the RFQ. The RFQ has been reviewed by City staff,
the Library Board, and the City Council. The RFQ response provides a pathway to support the
language in Ordinance No. 3557 for building a New Farmers Branch Library.

DISCUSSION:

An ordinance, with proposed ballot language, has been prepared by the City’s bond counsel
Bracewell & Giuliani LLP based on the City Council’s direction. Representatives of Bracewell &
Giuliani LLP will be present during the February 5th City Council meeting as a resource for any
questions regarding the legal aspects of holding a bond election.

RECOMMENDATION:

City Administration recommends adopting Ordinance No. 3557 to call and hold a bond election on
May 4, 2019 for the purpose of issuing general obligations bonds of the City in an amount not to
exceed ($___________) for a new Library facility and related park facility renovation.

ACTIONS:

1) Motion to adopt Ordinance No. 3557 calling for a bond election for May 4, 2019.
2) Motion to deny Ordinance No. 3557 calling for a bond election for May 4, 2019.
3) Motion to modify Ordinance No. 3557 to meet the needs of the Council.
4) Motion to table the issue for further study or take no action.

ATTACHMENTS:
1. Ordinance No. 3557
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2. Political Advocacy
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